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Introduction
The 3-A Symbol is far more than a corporate logo. It is a registered trademark intended for voluntary use by fabricators
to signify that certain models/types of equipment have been verified by an independent inspection to conform to a 3-A
Sanitary Standard. The Third Party Verification (TPV) inspection of equipment for conformance must be conducted at the
manufacturing facility by a qualified authority accredited by 3-A SSI as a Certified Conformance Evaluator (CCE). Dan was
among the first group of CCEs accredited by 3-A SSI in 2003 and he continues to provide TPV inspection services to a number
of fabricators.
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FREE at the 3-A SSI
Knowledge Center!

Avoiding Pitfalls in Hygienic Design continued from page 1
Giving a “post mortem” of equipment design and

authorization, we usually find numerous changes and

engineering failures has been done so many times that I’ve

new personnel. Many times the responsibility for assuring

lost count. We really don’t find a large number of “show-

ongoing conformance lands in the lap of the least senior

stoppers” during the TPV inspection at facilities. For the most

management staff. This is not always the case but when this

part, equipment manufacturing managers, designers and

happens, managers need to understand the importance

engineers are conscientious about designing to 3-A Sanitary

of keeping updated information and records in the EDTCF

resources in your training programs.

Standards. We are there to evaluate and independently

file. More importantly, how to quickly find the required

verify conformance to the standards. A review of the

information in the EDTCF is critical. A new employee or

Explore the wide range of high value

Engineering, Design and Technical Construction File or

company contact who was not engaged in the previous

training and education materials in the

EDTCF is the beginning of the review process. Occasionally

equipment review may not be familiar with the expectation

Knowledge Center at www.3-a.org;

there are differences of interpretation to a specific

of the standards and the CCE.

Hygienic equipment design is essential
for all types of food, beverage and
pharmaceutical manufacturing. We
invite you to review and use these

requirement in a standard. When that happens the CCE
 E-LEARNING MODULES—The

draws upon resources within 3-A SSI to resolve the question.

E-learning format combines the
elements of traditional live seminars

We are now into our 19th year of completing TPV

with the accessibility and flexibility

inspections. Non-conformities are found and here are some

of online learning. Each course is

takeaways based on my experience and other CCEs.

available online 24/7, 365 days a year;
you choose when and where you
want to learn. Printable certificates
of completion are available for each
module.

While an initial inspection might be considered a good time
to orient new staff on the 3-A Symbol program, it is helpful
to have experienced staff members on hand who have gone
through this review. . With some companies it is common
for managers, engineers and designers to be moved to

 Overview of Principles of
Hygienic Design
 Hygienic Equipment Design:
Basics, Advanced
 Hygienic Facility Design
 Cleaning & Sanitizing

other projects within their product offerings. This practice
is certainly good for employee growth. But it does put the
CCE in the position of trainer under this type of employee
rotation program. Not having the necessary information is a

Equipment manufacturers typically manage numerous types

problem for the CCE.

of certifications which are required for different industry

Whenever we visit the manufacturing facility for the
follow up inspection required five years after the initial

sectors. For many of these companies manufacturing
equipment for the dairy and food processing industries is a
compatible and lucrative “sideline”. This is especially true for

Continued on page 4
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Avoiding Pitfalls in Hygienic Design continued from page 3
companies manufacturing various types of sensors

understanding of other certification systems can be

press the material manufacturing industry to more

and related fittings for applications such as aerospace,

beneficial to meeting the TPV inspection.

specific “Safe Levels and Tolerances” in regard to the

gas and oil, liquid transport, wastewater treatment,

chemistry used to make these materials which have

fresh water, compressed air and high-pressure

A quick word about ISO 9001/2015. CCEs are required

used successfully for decades. The CCEs must verify

applications.

to evaluate a fabricator’s QM, QA or QC Program.

that Title 21 of the US Code of Federal Regulations

While an ISO 9001-2015 certificate is not required,

for “Indirect Food Additive” legislation is followed and

having a certified program is considered a plus and is

declared by the manufacturers of these articles.

recorded by some CCEs in the TPV inspection report.
The short list above is just a primer. The TPV inspecThe safety of multiple use food contact materials

tion program has produced many benefits for fabrica-

has gained extra attention with the implementation

tors, processors and regulatory sanitarians and the

of the Food Safety Modernization Act in the U.S. 3-A

common goal of advancing food safety through

Sanitary Standards rely heavily on 304 and 316 grades

hygienic design. 3-A SSI offers many free resources on

of stainless steel. These materials must be corrosion

sanitary equipment design and evaluation including

resistant and non-reactive in the environment of in-

e-learning modules, papers and meeting presenta-

tended use. Manufacturers must maintain traceability

tions in the Knowledge Center at www.3-a.org. ■

records back to original invoice which includes a “heat
number” and an alloy certificate. Heavy metal content
An applicant for 3-A Symbol authorization or other
certificate must engage a CCE to conduct an on-site
evaluation of finished equipment and other product
attributes to affirm conformance to the applicable 3-A
Sanitary Standard.
Standards may include: ASME Boiler and Pressure
Vessel Code (BPVC), Electrically Powered Equipment
(UL and CE), Department of Transportation (DOT),
National Sanitation Foundation (NSF), Occupational
Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) and in the
case of some equipment such as, metering and/or
consumer packaging filler equipment, Federal and
State Departments of Weights and Measures. An
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Daniel J. Erickson

including lead, mercury, cadmium and chromium 6

was raised on a small

must be below safe levels tolerances and declared on

family farm near the

the alloy certificates. Other optional metal alloys are

West Central Minnesota

called out in the standards. It is important to ensure
that optional alloys meet 3-A SSI standards criterion.

Community of Starbuck

Nonmetals defined as Rubber and Rubberlike

of experience as a

Materials (3-A Sanitary Standard 18-20) and

regulatory sanitarian.

and holds decades

Plastics (3-A Sanitary Standard 20-27) are integral

He is a Food Safety Auditor at Harold Wainess

materials in food processing equipment. Assuring

& Associates. HWA provides PMO Grade A Dairy

the acceptance of these materials as “multiple use

Inspection and Single Service Container and

food contact surfaces” is one of the more difficult

Closure Fabricator Certifications in 30 countries

areas of conformance for fabricators. Consumer

around the world.

advocates and in turn, governments continue to

›››

FREE continued from page 2

››› Industry News

 3-A RESOURCE PAPERS—Authoritatechnical topics in hygienic design as

3-A SSI Announces Fall Webinar Series

it relates to 3-A Sanitary Standards

3-A SSI announces a special free three-part fall webinar series, ‘Design to Clean: Creating a Hygiene Focused Culture’. If you

and 3-A Accepted Practices and the

missed our spring education program, you can take advantage of this great opportunity to learn about the current developments,

3-A Symbol program. Also includes

future challenges and new opportunities for hygienic design. The special series will highlight perspectives of some of the leading

links to published articles/papers on

regulatory professionals, processors and equipment fabricators. The series will feature these presenters and topics:

tive papers on some of the leading

hygienic design and other useful technical resources on sanitary design.

Webinar #1:
Wednesday, September 28, 2022

 ASK THE EXPERT—VLOGs from

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. EDT

Design to Clean: Creating a Hygiene-focused Culture

leading authorities in hygienic

Darin Zehr, Commercial Food Sanitation, LLC

equipment design on prominent

FSMA Update and the New Era of Smarter Food Safety

topics including Surface Finish in

Benjamin Warren, Senior Adviser for Food safety, U.S. Food & Drug Administration

3-A Sanitary Standards, Hygienic
Welding: Quality and Inspection, and
Applying 3-A Sanitary Standards and

Webinar #2:

Accepted Practices to Cleaning Out-

Wednesday, October 26, 2022

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. EDT

Plant Environmental Air Practices for Pathogen Control

of-Place.

Roger Porter and Tom DeBoom, Mead & Hunt
 EXPERT PRESENTATIONS—Find a

Elastomer Materials Compatibility

wide range of presentations made

Rick Stokes, Ecolab

by leading experts from around the
world, including equipment design

Webinar #3:

professionals, processors, and

Wednesday, November 30, 2022

regulatory professionals from both

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. EST

Dry Cleaning for Hygienic Equipment

the federal and state levels. Papers

Monty Bohanan, Leprino Foods

are organized by major topic including
Overview of Hygienic Design, many

Allergen Control Strategies

Equipment Design topics, Facility

Dr. Joe Baumert, University of Nebraska

Design and Environmental Controls,
Cleaning and Sanitizing, Good
Manufacturing Practices, Regulations,
and more. ■
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Industry News continued from page 5

S&P Global Begins 3-A SSI Documents Distribution
3-A SSI signed a new

of 3-A SSI document marketing in the history of 3-A

IHS Markit Ltd. provides information, analytics, and

distribution agreement

SSI. S&P Global announced the new partnership in a

solutions to customers in the business, finance, and

with S&P Global

standards newsletter that goes out to over 160,000+

government sectors around the world. It operates

Engineering Solutions

subscribers, listing 3-A SSI as the featured SDO and the

through the following segments: Financial Services,

to market and sell

top five selling standards.

Transportation, Resources, and Consolidated Markets

3-A SSI documents,

and Solutions. Its products are used by aerospace,

including subscription

All 3-A content is now available on the IHS Markit

agriculture, automotive, chemicals, construction,

and retail sales. The

Standards Store. You can visit the store at https://

financial services, government and non-government

new distribution outlet

global.ihs.com/standards.cfm?publisher=3-A.

organizations, and technology industries. The company

represents the most

was founded in 1959 and is headquartered in London,

important expansion

the United Kingdom. ■

3-A SSI Expands International Protection of Marks
3-A SSI recently received new certificates of

Trademark applications are currently pending in the

registration in Japan for the 3-A Symbol and the

United Kingdom, Mexico, India, and Canada.

 U.S. licensees currently account for 48% and
international 52% of all current holders.

3-A SSI Replacement Parts and System Component
Qualification Certificate (RPSCQC) Program design

While 3-A SSI is widely regarded as limited to the U.S.

 3-A SSI maintains licensees from a total of 22 other

marks and word marks. Protection of the 3-A SSI

and predominantly for dairy equipment/systems, the

countries from outside the U.S., including. Belgium,

marks used in international commerce is critical to

distribution data suggest much broader international

Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, India,

maintain the integrity of the 3-A brand for regulatory

recognition.

Israel, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New

sanitarians, processors and fabricators across the U.S.

Zealand, Poland, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden,

and worldwide.

Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, and the United
Kingdom.

3-A SSI previously obtained new legal registration of the
design mark and the word marks used for the RPSCQC

 Recent sales data shows 3-A SSI documents reach

program in China and the European Union. Registration

customers in 40 countries outside the U.S. and

of the trademarks provides 3-A SSI certificate holders

account for nearly half of all sales volume. Customers

with essential new protection against counterfeits and

serve a wide range of applications including dairy,

enhances broader international protection of the 3-A

beverages, food processing, pet foods, personal care

SSI marks.

products, beer/wine, and more. ■
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››› Visit 3-A SSI

Visit 3-A SSI at
PACK EXPO 2022
Plan now to meet 3-A SSI at PACK EXPO 2022 at
McCormick Place, Chicago on October 23-26, 2022. With
packaging and processing solutions for every industry,
educational sessions and networking opportunities,
PACK EXPO International is the most comprehensive
event in 2022. Come to the show to see the world’s
largest showcase of technology, including many product
launches, for more than 40 vertical industry sectors,
experience the wonder and collaborate with experts.
Visit the 3-A SSI exhibit at Booth #N-5901, for exhibit
information and free registration, go to:

SEE IT. EXPLORE IT.
EXPERIENCE IT.
PACK EXPO International is back in Chicago, giving you the unmissable opportunity to explore
technology, materials and reinforce industry connections. Discover innovative solutions for
packaging and processing, automation, sustainability, e-commerce, and more at
the most comprehensive packaging and processing event in the world in 2022!

Copy & share the link:
http://nvyt.es/e7b006970876b616f505

7 PAVILIONS INCLUDING 3 NEW HOTSPOTS:

Comp Code: 71B67

Exhibits hours:
October 23–25: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
October 26: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

2000+ LEADING
SUPPLIERS

FULL-SCALE
MACHINERY

100+ FREE
SESSIONS

40+ VERTICAL
INDUSTRIES

LEARN MORE & REGISTER NOW FOR ONLY $30

October 23–26, 2022  Chicago, IL USA  McCormick Place  PACKEXPOINTERNATIONAL.COM
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›››  Inside 3-A SSI
Congratulations to 3-A SSI 2022 Volunteer Awards Recipients
Gabe Miller

3-A SSI announced the recipients of its 2022



Volunteer Service Awards and the release of the

(Pi-FS, LLC) received

latest annual progress report at the 3-A SSI Annual

the Richard K. Smith

Meeting held in Bloomington, MN. The 3-A SSI

3-A SSI Advancement

awards recognize the extraordinary dedication and

Award for outstanding

commitment of individuals who contribute to the

accomplishments

development of voluntary standards and the mission

performed by any

of 3-A SSI. Nominations for the awards are made by

individual or group on

fellow volunteers from the three stakeholder groups

behalf of 3-A SSI.

in 3-A SSI – regulatory sanitarians, fabricators, and

Bryan Downer

3-A SSI Working Group
Updates
3-A SSI maintains a large inventory of design
criteria for equipment and processing systems
developed using a modern consensus process
based on ANSI requirements to promote
acceptance by USDA, FDA and state regulatory
authorities. We oversee the 3-A Symbol
Authorization program and other voluntary
certificates to help affirm the integrity of
hygienic processing equipment and systems

processors – and others.



3-A SSI Chair Chris Hylkema (NY State Dept. of

the Next Generation

to support the training and education needs

Agriculture & Markets) announced three award

Award for leadership,

in the rapidly changing food, beverage, and

recipients for 2022.

dedication, and

pharmaceutical industries.

(Sani-Matic) received



Scott Lodermeier

(Powder Process
Solutions) received
the Leadership Service

significant contributions
to the development of
3-A Sanitary Standards
or 3-A Accepted Practices
by a volunteer who has

Award for outstanding

been engaged in 3-A SSI standards development

service to the voluntary

activities for less than five years.

standards development
of 3-A SSI and significant

Highlights of 3-A SSI programs in the latest year

contributions to the

are now available in the 2022 Annual Report. The

mission of 3-A SSI.

complete report is available at www.3-a.org under

and provide extensive Knowledge Resources

Download a comprehensive Work-in-Progress
Status Report Chart on all work now in
progress. The status chart is updated on a
frequent basis. For more details on work in
progress, contact the Working Group chair or
contact Eric Schweitzer, Director of Standards
and Certification: erics@3-a.org. ■

‘News, Events & Updates’ or go to: https://www.3-a.
org/News-Events-Updates/Annual-Reports. ■
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The 3-A Symbol
The 3-A Symbol

3-A Sanitary Standards streamline the

SSI certificate, leading to a competitive

is far more

equipment inspection process and

advantage and better profits.

than a logo.

help ensure the safety of food.

The mark is available for voluntary use

Processors gain confidence that

by fabricators to signify the equipment

The 3-A Symbol signifies equipment

the equipment they buy meets the

was designed, manufactured, and

is compatible with regulatory

highest standards in hygienic design,

verified by independent inspection to

requirements and guidelines.

streamlining equipment selection,
maintenance, and inspections.

conform to a 3-A Sanitary Standard.

Benefits of the 3-A Symbol
3-A Sanitary Standards embody

Equipment Fabricators capitalize on

Regulatory Sanitarians benefit from

decades of expert knowledge about

the added assurance that conveys to

a higher level of confidence in the

hygienic equipment design from

buyers with the 3-A Symbol or a 3-A

hygienic design and performance of
the equipment they inspect. ■

regulatory professionals and others.

RPSCQC
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®

Build Consumer Confidence
in Your Replacement Parts

Do you supply items that are integral

parts or system components. The

confidence in the safety of foods

to hygienic equipment or environ-

RPSCQC is beneficial to certificate

produced with hygienic equipment.

ments but are not eligible to display

holders and customers because it

the 3-A Symbol? Now is the time to

affirms that such parts or system

A copy of the certificate of

consider the 3-A SSI Replacement

components are compatible with the

conformance is posted on the 3-A

Parts and System Component Qualifi-

design criteria found in the relevant

SSI website to show independent

cation Certificate (RPSCQC).

3-A Sanitary Standard(s). The RPSCQC

verification of hygienic design criteria

is an effective way to enhance

for your parts or components. See

The RPSCQC certificate is available

the confidence of customers who

details on the RPSCQC Program on

to manufacturers of replacement

demand the highest level of consumer

the 3-A website. ■

›››

Increase Your Visibility with A Sponsored Link!
3-A SSI sponsorship expands your company’s
recognition among the professionals who rely on 3-A
SSI as the source for authoritative information on
sanitary/hygienic design.

 Recognition in the growing quarterly
e-newsletter, Sanitary Design Connections.
 Exposure to motivated customers generated via
3-A SSI articles in Dairy Foods magazine.
 Promotion in other 3-A SSI webinars and special

Benefits:
 Visibility on the new 3-A SSI website. 3-A

events through the year.

complimentary registrations for the yearly 3-A SSI
education program, a significant direct dollar benefit!
 Silver Level ($1,250) sponsors enjoy one
complimentary registration.
 Gold Level ($1,750) sponsors enjoy two
complimentary registrations.
 Platinum Level ($2,250) sponsors enjoy three

SSI provides a full-page of your company

Your Sponsored Link will be featured in the key

information from your company’s link on the 3-A

outreach and expanding education programs of

homepage. New customers/clients from around

3-A SSI for the full calendar year! Sponsors also

To request your Sponsored Link, go to https://

the world can find you 24 hours a day, seven

receive significant recognition and a number of

www.3-a.org/Get-a-Sponsored-Link, sign in or

days a week.

complimentary registrations.

register a login, and complete the application. ■
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